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A 

BILL 

To make more effectual Provision for the establishment 
of Asylums for the Lunatic Poor, and for the custody of 
Insane Persons charged with Offences, in Ireland. 



Note . — The Figures in the Margin denote the number of the Folios in 
the wHtten Copy. 



1 R Cfc 3 & an Act was made in the fifty-seventh year of 

the reign of his late Majesty King George the Third, preamble ; 
intituled, “An Act to provide for the establishment of Asylums for 57^ G - ^ c - 
the Lunatic Poor, in Ireland and which Act was amended by an c. 98 * ^ 

Act, made in the last Session of Parliament; and it is expedient, A(yWm 
that the provisions of the said Acts should be consolidated, and that IrelaniJ ' 
the same should be amended ; and it is also expedient that the cus- 
tody of Insane Persons, charged with offences, in Ireland, should be 
regulated in like manner as in England ; 

JBe ft tgettfore (Snacttb, by the KING’S most Excellent Majesty, 

2 by and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and 
by the Authority of the same, THAT from and after 

the said recited Acts of the fifty-seventh year of his late Majesty’s 
reign, and of the last Session of Parliament, shall be and the same 
are hereby repealed : Provided always, That all matters and things, Repealed, 
at any time heretofore done, under the said recited Acts, or either 

. . _ Matters done 

of them, or for the carrying the said Acts, or either of them, into under thofe 
execution, shall be and remain as good valid and effectual, to all main valid, 
intents and purposes, as if this Act had not been made; and that all 
Asylums erected or established under the said recited Acts, shall in 
future be regulated under the directions of this Act. 



And be it further Enacted, That at any time after Lord Lieuts- 

it shall and may be lawful for the Lord Lieutenant or other powered" to 
chief governor or governors of Ireland, by and with the advice and 
consent of His Majesty’s Privy Council in Ireland, to direct and order Afyiums for 
35 s - A that Poor, to be 
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erected and 
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feveral Dif- 
trifts, confift- 
ing either of 

Counties, or 
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Lord Lieute- 
nant may di- 
rect Money 
to be ad- 
vanced out of 
the Confoli- 
dated Fund, 
for eltabl idl- 
ing fuch Aly- 
turns; 



that any number of Asylums for the Lunatic Poor, in Ireland, shall 
be erected and established, in and for such districts in Ireland, as to 
the said Lord Lieutenant or other chief governor or governors and 
Privy Council shall seem expedient; and that every such district shall 
and may consist, either of the whole of two or more counties, or of one 
or more county or counties, and one or more county or counties of 
cities or towns, or of one county, or county of a city, or county of a 
town only, and no more, but shall not in any case, include part only 
of any' county, couuty of a city or town; and that all Lunatic Poor, 
within every such district respectively, shall be maintained and taken 
care of in the Asylum belonging to such district ; and that every 
such Asylum, established or to be established for any district, con- 
sisting of more than one county, or one county of a city, or county of 
a town, shall be sufficient to contain such number of Lunatic Poor, 
not being less than one hundred, nor more than one hundred and fifty, 
in anyone Asylum, as shall seem expedient to such Lord Lieutenant 
or other chief governor or governors and Privy Council ; and that 
where any such district shall consist of only one county, or county of 
a city, or county of a town, and no more, every such Asylum shall 
be sufficient to contain such number of Lunatic Poor, not being less 
than one hundred and fifty, as shall seem expedient to such Lord 
Lieutenant or other chief governor or governors and Privy Council ; 
and every order of Council, to be made for any suoh purpose, shall 
be published in the Dublin Gazette. 

And be it further Enacted, That at any time after any such order 
of Council shall be made and published in the Dublin Gazette, it shall 
and may be lawful for the grand jury of any and every county, county 
of a city, and county of a town, within any such district, or of which 
such district shall consist, at any assizes to present such sum or sums 
of money to be raised off such county, county of a city, or county of 
a town respectively, as shall be requisite for defraying the expenses of 
erecting and establishing such Asylum, and for maintaining the same, 
to such amount and in such proportions as shall be directed by any 
order to be made by the Lord Lieutenant or other chief governor or 
governors of Ireland, by and with the advice of His Majesty’s Privy 
Council in Ireland. 

And be it further Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for the 
Lord Lieutenant or other chief governor or governors of Ireland, by 
and with the advice of His Majesty’s Privy Council in Ireland , to 
order and direct that any sum or sums of money shall be advanced 
and issued, and paid out of the growing produce of the consolidated 
fund of the United Kingdom, arising in Ireland, to such person or persons 
as shall be named in any such order of Council, or into the bank of 
Ireland, in the names of any such person or persons, to be paid and 
applied for the purpose of erecting and establishing any such Asylum 
for the Lunatic Poor, in any such district in Ireland, in such sums 

and 
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and at such times, and in such manner and proportions, and under 
such rules, regulations, terms and conditions, and to annex such penal- 
ties for breach of such rules, regulations, terms and conditions, as to 
such Lord Lieutenant or other chief governor or governors and Privy 
Council, shall seem best suited for promoting the beneficial purposes 
of this Act; and after any such Asylum shall be fit for the reception 
of such Lunatic Poor, the grand jury of every county, county of a city, 
or county of a town, within the district in and for which such Asylum 
shall be erected and established, or of which such district shall consist, 
shall present such sum or sums of money at the several ensuing assizes, 
for the repayment of the money so advanced, and at such times and 

7 in such proportions as shall be directed by the Lord Lieutenant or other 
chief governor or governors of Ireland. 

And be it further Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for the 
Lord Lieutenant or other chief governor or governors of Ireland, by 
and with the advice of His Majesty’s Privy Council, in Ireland, to 
nominate and appoint such persons as he and they shall think fit and 
proper, to be governors or directors of every or any such Asylum, 
in any such district; and also to nominate and appoint any persons, 
not exceeding eight in number, to be Commissioners for general 
controul and correspondence, and for the superintending and directing 
the erection establishment and regulation of all such Asylums : And 
also that it shall and may be lawful for the Lord Lieutenant or other 
chief governor or governors of Ireland and Privy Council, to make 
frame and establish, or upon the suggestion and recommendation of 
such commissioners for general controul and correspondence, to 

8 adopt and authorize any rules and regulations for the good conduct 
and management of such Asylums in general, or of any such Asylum 
in particular: Provided always, That every person who shall be 
appointed to be a governor or director of any such Asylum, or to be 
one of the commissioners for such general controul and corres- 
pondence, shall act without any salary, fee, reward or emolument 
whatsoever. 

And be it further Enacted, That in each and every case, where an 
order of Council for the erection of a District Lunatic Asylum shall 
have been made and published in the Dublin Gazette as in this Act 
is provided, the said commissioners for general controul and corres- 
pondence shall have full power and authority to rent or purchase any 
houses, buildings, lands, tenements or hereditaments, on the scite or 
scites of which it shall be proposed to erect or maintain any such 
District Lunatic Asylum ; and any houses, lands, tenements, buildings 

9 or hereditaments so rented or purchased, shall and may be conveyed 
to the said commissioners, or any three of them, and to their heirs and 
successors, in trust, to and for the uses and purposes of the said District 
Lunatic Asylum. 

358* And 
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And be it farther Enacted, That it shall be lawful for the grand 
jury of every county, county of a city, or county of a town in Ireland, 
m or for wh,ch, wholly or in part, any such Asylum hath been or shall 
be established, or hath been, or shall be ordered or directed so to be 
under the provisions of the said recited Acts or this Act ; and such 
grand jury are hereby required at the assizes next ensuing the day 
or tune when such purchase shall be made, or such rent shall become 
due, or any expenditure shall have been made for supplying or 
maintaining any such Asylum, or the officers or attendants thereof, or 
the patients therein, or as soon after as shall be requisite, and so from 
tune to time whenever the case shall happen, to present to be raised, 
off any such county, county of a city, or county of a town, such sum 10 
or sums of money as shall be necessary for completing such purchase, 
or paying such rent or rents, or any such disbursements and expen- 
ditures, or any of them, or any part or proportion thereof, to be ascer- 
tained by an order to be made by the Lord Lieutenant, or other chief 
governor or governors, in council as aforesaid ; and if the said -rand 
jmy shall refuse to make any such presentment, the court “shall 
order the sum or sums which ought to be so presented, to be raised as 
if the same had been so presented, and the same shall be raised and 
paid accordingly. 

And be it further Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful to and for 
all bodies politic and corporate, trustees, guardians of infants, com- 
mittees of lunatics, femes covert, with their husbands, and all other 
persons whatsoever, who are or shall be seised or possessed of, or 
interested in, or entitled unto any estate or interest whatsoever, in the u 
lands, houses, grounds, tenements, buildings or hereditaments, which 
by the said commissioners shall be thought necessary to be rented or 
purchased for any of the purposes of this Act, by deeds indented 
and enrolled, to demise sell and convey all and any such grounds 
houses, tenements or hereditaments, or any part thereof, and all the 
respective estates and interests therein, to the said commissioners, or 
of them, and their heirs and successors ; and that ail 
contracts, agreements, bargains, sales and conveyances that shall be 
so made, shall be good and valid in law to all intents and purposes 
whatsoever; and that such commissioners, and their heirs and suc- 
cessors, shall be trustees of all such houses, lands, tenements and 
hereditaments, as shall be conveyed to or vested in them under and 
by virtue of this Act, for the purposes herein provided, and for no 
other purpose whatsoever. 

AND for the better ascertaining the rent or value of any such lands , , 
tenements or hereditaments, as may be rented or purchased for the 
purposes of this Act, BE it further Enacted, That it shall and maybe 
lawful to and for the said commissioners, or any of them, to issue 
a warrant or warrants, or precept or precepts, to the Sheriff of the 

county. 
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county, or county of a city, or county of the town wherein the of Gaols, un- 
lands tenements and hereditaments proposed to be purchased, are 0103, § in- 
lying and being ; and such Sheriff or Sheriffs respectively, shall there- ,8 ' 
upon proceed to take such steps for the valuation of such lands 
tenements or hereditaments, as are prescribed for the valuation of 
lands tenements or hereditaments taken for the scites of gaols, by- 
virtue of an Act passed in the fiftieth year of the reign of his late 
Majesty King George the Third, intituled, “ An Act for repealing 
“ the several Laws relating to Prisons in Ireland , and for re-enacting 
13 “ such of the Provisions thereof as have been found useful, with 
“ Amendments,” or of any Act or Acts for amending the same. 



And be it further Enacted, That all the powers vested in the powers veiled 
commissioners for building gaols in the said recited Act, of the ffo^Tfor' 
fiftieth year of bis late Majesty’s reign, or of any Act for amending Gaou"to 
the same, shall be and are hereby vested in the commissioners of extend 10 
general controul and correspondence for the District Lunatic ers for build- 
Asylums of Ireland, or any of them, so far as the same A^ w at ic 

relate to the holding a court, and proceeding to the valuation of the 
lands tenements and hereditaments, on the scite of which any Dis- 
trict Lunatic Asylum shall or may have been, or may be erected, 
under and by virtue of tins Act, or the said recited Acts. 



And be it further Enacted, That all and every of the provisions of Protifions of 
the said recited Act, of the fiftieth of his said late Majesty’s reign, "oGjtc!' 
or any Act for amending the same, as affect or relate to the purchase purchffe^nd 
and valuation of lands tenements or hereditaments, for the scites of '!* Iuati ° n of 

. ■ fcites, to ex- 

14 gaols or prisons, or to any notices, proceedings, summonses, verdicts wndtothi* 
and judgments, or tp any conveyances or enrolments, or to the 
lodgments of consideration money, or to petitions to the high 
court of Chancery in Ireland, or to any payments of purchase money, 
or to any rights and titles of parties interested, shall be held to apply 
to the valuation of lands tenements or hereditaments, rented or taken 
fb,r the scites of Lunatic Asylums under this Act, or the said recited 
Acts; and such verdicts judgments and conveyances shall be binding 
aud conclusive to all intents and purposes whatsoever. 



Provided always, and be it further Enacted, That in every case, p„ fo „ s t0 6t 
when a jury shall be impanelled and sworn, for the valuation of any »PP""»< 1 >y 

. , . y Lommimon- 

Jands tenements or hereditaments, rented or taken for the scite of any ers > with 
Lunatic Asylum as aforesaid, it shall and may be lawful to and for Lord Lieute- 
the said Commissioners, or any of them, to appoint, by an fiE° pre * 
instrument in. writing under their hands and seals, by and with the SveVerdTa* 

approbation of the Lord Lieutenant, or other chief governor 0 r of Juries, in 
. 0 cafes where 

15 governors m council, not less than persons, nor more than queitfons of 

three of whom shall be competent to act on behalf of the fo refereed?* 
said commissioners, in presiding at such court, and receiving the 
358* B verdicts 
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verdicts of such jury as shall be held and impanelled for such 
valuation, such persons so appointed and approved of, being magis- 
trates for one or more of the counties, counties of cities, or counties 
of towns, comprehended within the district for which such Asylums 
respectively have been or shall be erected, or of the county, county 
of a city, or county of a town, of which such district shall consist ; 
and the acts of such magistrates, or any of them, shall be of 

equal force and validity with those of the commissioners themselves, 
so far as relates to holding a court for such valuation, and performing 
the duties necessary for such valuation, as prescribed by the said 
recited Act of the fiftieth year of his late Majesty’s reign, or any 
Act or Acts for amending the same. 

Rent or Pur- And be it further Enacted, That the rent or purchase money, so 
to be paid" out fixed and ascertained as aforesaid, shall be provided for, out of the 
Funds!*™ 1 general funds for the erection of and maintenance of Lunatic Asylums 
by virtue of this Act. 

A yearly Ac- And be it further Enacted, That before 
count of the 

Funds and one thousand eight hundred and twenty and so in every 

Smly fa* succeeding year before the in each 

^aiTbefore y ear » tlie governors or directors of the several Lunatic Asylums in 
ers ofAc° n ' ^ re ^ an ^> which have been or shall be established under the said recited 
counts. Acts hereby repealed, or under this Act, or the treasurer or other 
proper officer of such Lunatic Asylum respectively, shall yearly 
and every year make out and deliver and transmit to the commis- 
sioners for auditing the public accounts of Ireland , a return containing 
a statement and accounts of all the funds intrusted to the governors or 
directors of every such Lunatic Asylum respectively, for the benefit 
of every such Asylum, and of the application of such funds for the 
year ending on preceding such 

with the balances of the debts and credits, and of 
the whole funds of every such Asylum respectively, on such 

and also the number of patients or persons received 1 7 
into and sent out of every such Asylum respectively, during such 
preceding year, and the number of patients remaining therein at the 
time of such return, and the number and names of the physicians, 
surgeons, officers, servants and other persons employed in or about 
the management of every such Asylum respectively, and all such 
other matters and things relating to the management revenue and 
expenditure of every such Asylum respectively, as shall from time to 
time be required by the said commissioners of accounts, for the full 
disclosure of the state of every such Asylum respectively; and all the 
said returns statements and accounts, shall be signed by the secretary 
treasurer or chief officer for the time being of every such Asylum 
respectively, and shall be confirmed as just and true statements by 

the 
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the signature of governors or directors of every 

such Asylum respectively. 
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And be it further Enacted, That the said commissioners of 
accounts shall have and they are hereby authorized and empowered 
to use and exercise all such powers, for the obtaining of the accounts 
statements and returns by this Act required to be made, relating to 
the said Lunatic Asylums, and in the exercising and stating of the 
accounts of the receipt and expenditure, and of the debts and credits 
of every such Asylum respectively, as are given to or vested in the 
said commissioners of accounts, under and by virtue of an Act, made 
in the fifty-second year of the reign of his late Majesty King George 
the Third, intituled, “An Act to provide for thespeedv and regular 
examination and audit of the Public Accounts of Ireland," with 
respect to the matters and things required to be done by the said 
commissioners of accounts, under the said recited Act ; and all and 
every persons and person shall be subject and liable to such pains and 
penalties, for any disobedience to any orders of the said commissioners 
of accounts, in the execution of this Act, as are inflicted or imposed 
by the said recited Act, on persons disobeying the orders of the said 
commissioners, under the said recited Act. 



CommiHion- 
ers for au ■ 
diting Ac- 
counts under 
this Aft, (halt 
exercife all 
the powers of 
52 G. 3, c.52. 



AND whereas persons charged with offences in Irelajid, may have p er fons in- 
been or may be of unsound mind, at the time of committing the offence q U ^oj£ 
wherewith they may have been or shall be charged, and by reason of such s r ° un . d of 
insanity may have been or maybe found not guilty of such offences; the time of 
and it may be dangerous to permit persons in such cases thus to go at theTime" ° f 
large ; BE it therefore Enacted, That in all cases, where it shall be “fned^iike 
given in evidence on the trial of any person in Ireland , charged with “r'Britiih 
treason murder or that such person was insane at the time of Aft, 39>4° 

the commission of such offence, and such person shall be acquitted, § C 
the jury shall be required to find specially, whether such person was 
insane at the time of the commission of such offence, and to declare, 
whether such person was acquitted by them on account of such 
20 insanity; and if they shall find that such person was insane at the 
time of the committing such offence, the court before whom the trial 
shall be had, shall, if it shall be thought necessary or proper, order such 
person to be kept in strict custody, in such place and in such manner 
as to the court shall seem fit, until the pleasure of the Lord Lieutenant 
or other chief governor or governors of Ireland for the time being, 
shall be known ; and it shall thereupon be lawful for the said Lord 
Lieutenant or other chief governor or governors of Ireland for the 
time being, to give such order for the safe custody and care of such 
person, during his or their pleasure, in such place and in such manner 
as to him or them shall seem fit; and in all cases where any person 
before the passing of this Act, has been acquitted of any such offences, 
on the ground of insanity, at the time of the commission thereof, and 
35 8 - B 2 h as 
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has been detained in custody as a dangerous person, by order of the z t 
court before whom such person has been tried or otherwise, and shall 
remain in custody at the time of the passing of this Act, it shall be 
lawful for the Lord Lieutenant or other chief governor or governors 
of Ireland for the time being, to give the like order for the safe custody 
and care of such person, during his or their pleasure, as the said Lord 
Lieutenant or other chief governor or governors of Ireland is or are 
hereby enabled to give, in the cases of persons who shall hereafter be 
acquitted on the ground of insanity. 

Criminals And be it further Enacted, That if any person indicted for any 
found Infane a . , .. , . , , , J 

at the time offence, shall be found to be insane, by a jury lawfully impanelled 

didlment, may for that purpose, so that such person cannot be tried upon such indict-* 
underwriter of men * ’ or u P on the trial of any person so indicted, such person 
direaionWf shall appear to the jury charged with such indictment, to be insane. 

Lord Lieute- it shall be lawful for the court before whom such person shall be 
Bririff Aaf er brought to be tried as aforesaid, to direct such finding to be recorded, 
f?9 and thereupon to order such person to be kept in strict custody, and zz 
to be taken care of, until the pleasure of the Lord Lieutenant or other 
chief governor or governors of Ireland for the time being, shall be 
known; and if any person charged with any offence, shall be brought 
before any court to be discharged for want of prosecution, and such 
person shall appear to be insane, it shall be lawful for such court to 
order a jury to be impanelled, to try the sanity of such person ; 
and if the jury so impanelled shall find such person to be insane, 
it shall be lawful for such court to order such person to be kept in 
strict custody, in such place and in such manner as to such court 
shall seem fit, until the pleasure of the Lord Lieutenant or other 
chief governor or governors of Ireland for tire time being, shall be 
known ; and in all cases of insanity so found, it shall be law- 
ful for the Lord Lieutenant or other chief governor or governors 
of Ireland for the time being, to give such order for the safe custody 23 
and care of such person, so found to be insane, during his or their 
pleasure, in such place and in such manner as to him or them 
shall seem expedient. 

Such Infane Provided always, and be it Enacted, That whenever and as sooii as 
(hall be de- there shall be a Lunatic Asylum built or maintained, either wholly 
n a aTic d Afy LU " or in P art > m an y county, county of a city, or county of a town, 
they kre pro- whereirt such prisoner, in any of the cases aforesaid, shall be tried or 
vided. found insane as aforesaid, then and from thenceforth, such insane 
person shall without delay be removed to such Asylum, and shall be 
kept therein so long as such prisoner shall be detained in custody. 
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